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THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT
(C The Spirit is Life . .
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of life. Paul wrote: “For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death.”^ Now the Spirit, 
who is life, is actively engaged in imparting His life to 
men. Remember, the Spirit is God; therefore the life of 
the Spirit is divine life. In contrast to the Spirit of God be­
ing life, the spirit of man is death. He is under the law of 
sin and death. Paul, looking back to the preconverted 
days of those who have been regenerated, says; “And 
you hath He quickened [or made alive], who were dead 
in trespasses and sins.”^ “Dead in trespasses and sins” 
is God’s way of describing the condition of all men who 
have not been bom again. They are the unsaved and are 
under the control of “the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience.”**
THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN REGENERATION
In his lost condition, man needs to be saved, and this 
he cannot be apart from God. “Salvation is of the Lord.”^ 
God said: “1, even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is 
no saviour.”® In our thinking of God as Saviour, we must
‘Romans 8:10 ^Romans 8:2 ^Ephesians 2:1
^Ephesians 2:2 Monah 2:9 ^Isaiah 43:11
keep in mind the Trinity. The Father is Saviour in His 
demonstration of love for the world when “He gave His 
only begotten Son.”’ The Son is the Saviour because He 
came to die as the Sacrifice for sin. Because He was bom 
to die, it was written of Him at His birth: “Unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.”® But the Spirit is the Saviour also, and 
it is our purpose in this chapter to show how He operates 
in the regeneration of the unsaved. A special work of the 
Spirit is wrought in a man before and after he is bom 
again, and when this ministry in regeneration is recog­
nized by Christian workers, greater results in soul-winning 
will be accomplished.
Let there be no misunderstanding concerning the 
Spirit’s qualification to operate in man. Someone has 
suggested that, in a peculiar sense, the Spirit of God is 
the Spirit of Man, not of men in general, but the Spirit of 
the God-Man, Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit was the 
active agency in the birth of the Son of Man. God had 
said to Joseph: “Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost. When our Lord was baptized just prior to His 
public ministry, the Spirit of God descended upon Him 
with a special anointing for the work.‘° Then as the 
Saviour died upon the Cross, He offered Himself “through 
the eternal Spirit, so we can say with certainty that 
“He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are 
dust.” Rightly so is He called “the Spirit of Christ” be­
cause He dwelt in the Son of Man. Therefore He knows 
the impulses and weaknesses of human flesh. He is the 
Spirit of the Man Christ Jesus, and as such He is ac­
quainted with all our ways.
The work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration commences 
with the conviction of sin. Before our Lord Jesus Christ 
went to the Cross, He told His disciples that after He 
departed from them to go back to the Father, He would 
send the Comforter (meaning the Holy Spirit). Then He 
added: “And when He is come. He will reprove the world
’John 3-. 16 “Luke 2:11 ’Matthew 1:20
'“Matthew 3:16 "Hebrews 9:14
of sin.”^^ The word “reprove” means to convict, and the 
passage is teaching us that the work of the Spirit, so far 
as the world is concerned, is the conviction of sin.
When Jesus was here He spoke openly against sin and 
brought conviction to men’s hearts, but after He went 
away the Holy Spirit was sent to carry on that same work 
of conviction. We are thinking now in terms of His 
blessed ministry among those yet in their sins. It is a 
work of conviction, and not a work of conversion. There 
is a vast difference between the two. Conviction is 
that state of the heart and mind in which a man is con­
vinced of certain facts. Conversion is the response of the 
heart and mind to the conviction. Now it is the Spirit’s 
work to convict, but He never forces the person who is 
convicted to respond to conversion against his own will.
Man is a free moral agent. He has the precious heritage 
of liberty, a gift from God, and the Holy Spirit of God 
respects that right. The destiny of man is not arbitrarily 
decided by God, therefore the Holy Spirit never presses 
man against his will. When He, the Third Person of the 
Trinity, begins His work in one’s heart, the decision, as 
to whether or not one acts upon the conviction, must 
come from the individual. He will not coerce our wills. 
When men are convicted of their sin and need of a 
Saviour, that has been the special ministry of the Spirit. 
He is inviting them to be saved. “The Spirit and the bride 
say. Come. And let him that heareth say. Come. And let 
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.This is His invitation, 
and we can but sound the warning that our Lord sent to 
the seven churches in Asia: “He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith.”^'*
In pressing this truth still further, let it be said that 
no man can be bom again apart from the work of the 
Holy Spirit. A man may be convinced in his mind as well 
as be stirred emotionally to tears and sorrow, but the 
new and never-ending life that God alone gives is im­
parted by His Spirit. We are not implying that a soul is 
saved by the Holy Spirit apart from the finished work of
'“John 16:8 '“Revelation 22:17 '"Revelation chapters 2 and 3
Jesus Christ on Calvary’s cross. Such teaching would be 
opposed to the whole plan of salvation revealed in God’s 
Word. Apart from the work of Christ on the cross the 
Holy Spirit could be only a condemning agent. But what 
the Spirit does is to convict the lost soul of the sin of un­
belief, and point him to the Lamb of God Which taketh 
away the sin of the world. When we read the account of 
our Lord’s interview with Nicodemus, we hear Him say 
emphatically: “Except a man be bom again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God,” and then He goes on to say: 
“Except a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, he can­
not enter into the kingdom of God.”^®
First, let it be understood that the water spoken of in 
the preceding verse does not mean baptism. Nowhere in 
all Holy Writ do we ever read of anyone receiving the 
new birth by water baptism. In the Bible baptism is a 
figure of death and not of life. Paul said: “Know ye not, 
that so many ... as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried 
with Him by baptism into death.
The figurative use of the word water in the following 
verses found in the New Testament cannot apply to 
baptism. Rather is it a symbol which denotes the Word 
of God. When Jesus said: “Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst,”^’ He was 
not speaking of literal water nor of baptism, but the Word 
of God. The Apostle Peter clarifies this in his first Epistle 
where he says: “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incormptible, by the Word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever.”^® Being bom again and receiving 
divine life is not dependent upon water baptism. It is, 
rather, brought about through the Word of God being 
pressed and impressed upon our hearts by the power of 
the Holy Spirit working in us.
Someone has asked if all men brought under conviction 
of sin by the Holy Spirit become saved. The answer is an 
emphatic “No.” We have two Biblical illustrations of 
this, one in the Old Testament and the other in the New.
‘®John 3:3-5 ‘'^Romans 6:3,4 "John 4:14
‘*1 Peter 1:23 (See also Eph. 5:26)
When God saw the wickedness in the days of Noah, He 
said; “My Spirit shall not always strive with man.”^^ 
We admit a difficulty in the interpretation of this verse, 
some scholars teaching that the Hebrew word rendered 
“strive” would be better expressed by the word “dwell.” 
But however the word “strive” is translated, we have 
here a solemn warning of the limitation of God’s mercy. 
The Holy Spirit convicts of sin; but where a man will­
fully or blindly persists in continuing in sin, the Spirit of 
God will one day cease to strive with that man.
The New Testament illustration occurs in the defense 
of Stephen before the council. After Stephen had related 
the stubbornness characterizing the Jews, he said; “Ye 
stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do 
always resist the Holy Ghost. With such rebellion and 
resistance, God was withdrawing His offer to the Jew. Dr. 
Morgan says that “the peril of resisting the Spirit is that 
of those who are not bom again.” If any who read these 
lines have not experienced the regenerating power of the 
Holy Spirit, do not resist Him any longer. Regeneration is 
“not by works of righteousness” but by the “renewing of 
the Holy Ghost.”^^ The Holy Spirit is the agent in re­
generation, convicting men of sin and causing them to be 
bom again. He brings the gift of eternal life and the im- 
partation of the divine nature.
THE SPIRIT’S QUALIFICATION
Many passages in both the Old and New Testaments 
reveal the Spirit’s ability to impart and sustain life. Active 
in creation. He manifests His life-giving and life-sustain­
ing power. “The origin and the preservation of everything 
in nature are spiritual,” says Dr. Morgan. We read; “And 
the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. Here the Holy Spirit 
moved upon, or brooded over, the desolation, confusion, 
and emptiness, thus bringing cosmos out of chaos.
’’Genesis 6:3 ^’Acts 7:51 ^’Titus 3:5
^^Genesis 1:2
C.H. Mackintosh describes it thus: “He sat brooding 
over the scenes of His future operations. He alone could 
enlighten the darkness, cause life to spring up, substitute 
order for chaos, open an expanse between the waters, 
where life might display itself without fear of death. 
These were operations worthy of God.” So, then, the very 
first mention of any Person of the Godhead in re-creation 
is that of the Holy Spirit. And in the original creation 
also, the Third Person of the Godhead was active. Job 
testifies: “By His Spirit He hath garnished the heav- 
ens.”^^ Speaking of all creation, both animate and inan­
imate, the Psalmist wrote: “Thou sendest forth Thy 
Spirit, they are created.”^'* These are mighty statements 
not wholly clear to our finite minds, but by faith we 
accept them as facts. We are creatures living in the midst 
of a created earth; and in that creation the Holy Spirit 
shared with the Father and the Son.
In the Biblical account of the creation of man, we find 
the Spirit mysteriously but distinctly revealed— “And 
the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul.”^® Here we have God’s ideal man 
“created in His [God’s] own image.The material 
man was first formed from the dust of the earth, but in that 
material form alone, man was void of self-consciousness. 
Then, as the result of the inbreathing of the Breath of 
the Almighty, man became a living soul. Apart from the 
life-giving and life-sustaining power of the Spirit of God, 
man could not have entered into his new environment nor 
his new relationship with God. The body is not the man. 
We read: “Man became a living soul,” and that by the 
Breath (or the Spirit) of God. In the book of Job we 
have a clear statement that ascribes the creation of man 
to the Holy Spirit: “The Spirit of God hath made me, 
and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.”^’ 
Indeed, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Life. Being the 
Third Person of the Godhead and the Creator of life. He 
is well able to give eternal life to those who will cease 
resisting Him.
“Job 26:13 ^"Psalm 104:30 “Genesis 2:7
10 “Genesis 1:27 “Job 33:4
Again the Holy Spirit becomes the life-giver in the In­
carnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Born of the Virgin 
Mary, our Lord had no earthly Father; yet he had a 
natural birth and possessed a human body which Jesus 
Himself said was prepared by the Father.^® With regard 
to the Son’s part in the Incarnation we read: “Foras­
much then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same.”^® 
The actual conception of our Lord’s body in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary is ascribed to the agency of the Holy 
Spirit. Hear the testimony in the divine records when 
Mary questioned the angel as to her possibility of con­
ceiving and bringing forth a son: “The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall over­
shadow thee.’’®° By the inspiration of the Almighty, 
Matthew wrote: “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on 
this wise: When as His mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with 
child of the Holy Ghost.”®' Then when Joseph became 
troubled at Mary’s condition, “the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph thou son 
of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for 
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.”®® 
To all of us, the conception by the Holy Spirit is the 
mystery of mysteries. Even the Apostle Paul says: With­
out controversy great is the mystery of godliness. ®® 
Under the secret glory of it all, our hearts bow with 
humility and faith in adoration of the Spirit of God and 
His holy operation in the Incarnation of our Lord. Most 
surely He has met the requirements for impartation of 
life.
Our Lord’s virgin birth by the Holy Spirit is a type of 
the sinner’s new birth by the same Spirit. Just as Mary 
surrendered her body to the Holy Spirit in order that 
Jesus might be formed in her, so the sinner, by yielding 
to the wooing of the Spirit, experiences the forrning of 
Christ in him so that he can testify with Paul: “Christ 
liveth in me.”®^
“Hebrews 10;5 “Hebrews 2:14 “Luke 1:35
^‘Malthew 1:18 “Matthew 1:20 “1 Timothy 3:16
“Galatians 2:20
However, our Lord did not retain His physical life. 
Upon the Cross He died, and His life was taken from 
Him, but the Spirit of Life, who was the divine agency 
when Jesus was conceived in the virgin, was present at 
Calvary when our Saviour gave Himself in death, so that 
we read of Him “who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God.”^^ As the life of our Lord 
left His body, the Holy Spirit was present guarding that 
for which He was responsible. Jesus died as He was bom, 
overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Life.
We are not surprised, therefore, to read of the close 
association and active part of the Spirit in our Lord’s 
victorious resurrection from death. The rising again of 
Christ from death and the grave is just as indissolubly 
linked with the agency and power of the Holy Spirit as 
was His virgin birth. The Apostle Paul certifies: But if
the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you. He that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that 
dwelleth in you.”^®
As the Spirit of Life, the Holy Spirit has power over 
death, and He demonstrated that power when He raised 
our Lord Jesus Christ from among the dead. Peter also 
speaks of our Lord as “being put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened [or made alive] by the Spirit.’’"’ The Lord 
Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God, suffered death for us. 
When His body was nailed to the tree He died physically, 
but that same body, by the power of the Holy Spirit, was 
given life again. In that Spirit-given life He appeared to 
His disciples and to others, so that He, through the Hdy 
Ghost, gave commandments unto the apostles whom He 
had chosen."® The risen Christ, raised by the Spirit of 
Life, spoke and acted by the Spirit in His glorified body 
as He did in the days of His humiliation.
What glorious truth is revealed in the foregoing Scrip­
tures! Here are divine certainties that prove the Spirits 
qualifications to impart and sustain life. He is the channel 
by whom those dead in trespasses and sins are made
“Hebrews 9:14 “Romans 8:11 “1 Peter 3:18
“Acts 1:2
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alive in Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit in regeneration 
is the enabling power that causes us to realize that we 
have been bom anew. Indwelling the believer, the Holy 
Spirit Himself bears witness with our human spirit that 
we are the children of God.^^ It is the operation of the 
Spirit that makes a man a Christian. It is impossible to 
possess eternal life, to know one is saved, and yet have 
not the Holy Spirit; for “if any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of His.”‘‘°
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE BELIEVE?
When a sinner, convicted of sin by the Holy Spirit, 
responds to that conviction and receives Jesus Christ as 
personal Saviour, he is born again immediately. He be­
comes a partaker of the divine nature with a life altogether 
different from that of the unregenerate man. All this has 
come about by the aid of the Holy Spirit. When the deci­
sion was made to accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, 
it was not in his own strength, but by the Spirit’s power, 
for “No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost.”“^ Any true confession of the Saviourhood 
and Lordship of Jesus Christ is possible only by the 
Spirit of God. With the new birth, then, there commences 
a new relationship with the Holy Spirit that we could not 
know heretofore. We shall seek to explain this new rela­
tionship in the following paragraphs.
The Spirit’s Incoming. We quote once again the 
apostle’s words wherein he declares: “If any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.’’“^ There is a 
widespread unscriptural teaching which asserts that the 
Holy Spirit does not enter into every believer at the time 
of conversion, but that He enters the heart as a second 
work, or second blessing, some time after conversion. Such 
teaching is false, and a study of the following Scriptures 
will show that the Holy Spirit does not enter into a few 
favored believers, but that He comes into the heart of 
every true believer in Christ immediately upon conver­
sion.
^’Romans 8:16 "Romans 8:9 “1 Corinthians 12:13
"Romans 8:9
Let us look first at some of the verses which false 
teachers use as a basis for their belief that a believer 
must continually ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit before 
he can receive Him.
At first glance at Luke 11:13 it would seem that one 
could be saved but not receive the Holy Spirit until He 
had been prayed for. Our Lord said; “If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children; how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him?”'*^ We dare never lose sight 
of the fact that, even though all Scripture is profitable, 
there is a dispensational interpretation and application 
of the Scriptures. Rightly understood, no verse in the 
Bible contradicts the fact that the Holy Spirit enters 
when He saves.
Concerning the above verse in the Gospel according 
to Luke, Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer says: “The relation of 
the Spirit to men during the earth ministry of Christ was 
progressive . . . and the statement from Christ that the 
Spirit might be had by asking was so new to them that, so 
far as the record goes, they never asked.” Dr. Chafer is 
correct, for the Scriptures do not say that they ever did 
pray for the Holy Spirit. But suppose now that they 
would have prayed for the Spirit’s coming. It would have 
been an intelligent prayer because the Spirit was not yet 
given. But now that He has come, there is no sense in 
praying for His coming. Before our Lord ascended to 
the Father, He promised that He would come back again, 
so we sometimes include in our prayers: “Even so, come. 
Lord Jesus. Certainly not one of us will pray for His 
coming after He is here.
Now a final word concerning what Jesus said about 
praying for the Holy Spirit. We cannot be dogmatic in 
saying that our Lord was teaching His disciples to pray 
for the Spirit Himself rather than His power. If we link 
verse thirteen with what follows, it becomes clear that 
He was speaking in the context about the power of the 
Spirit. He had just finished casting a demon out of a man.
"Luke 11:13 'Revelation 22:20
and some who were standing by accused Him of casting out 
the demon by the power of Beelzebub, the chief of 
demons. Then Jesus answered that He had not cast out 
the demon by a diabolical power but by the finger of God, 
or as Matthew states, “by the Spirit of God.”'*® He was 
performing miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
that same power was available to the disciples for their 
asking. The doctrine of the Spirit’s incoming being a 
second work of grace after regeneration and conditioned 
upon the believer’s asking fails in the light of Luke 11:13. 
“Ye have received the Spirit of adoption [or son-placing], 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father”'*® includes every believer 
and not a select few who have “prayed through” until 
they got “it.”
Peter makes another statement that confuses some: 
“And we are witnesses of these things; and so is also the 
Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey 
Him.”^^ The false idea that is taken from this verse is 
that the Holy Spirit’s coming is dependent upon a life of 
obedience after one is saved. The fact of the matter is that 
Peter is not speaking to believers at all, but to the un­
saved, and it is an appeal to the unsaved for “the obedi­
ence of faith.”'*® The context is clear and understandable; 
the Spirit is given to those who obey God by trusting His 
Son as their Saviour. It has to do with the obedience of 
sinners unto salvation. When an unsaved man obeys the 
gospel, he becomes saved and receives the gift of the 
Spirit. On the other hand, there is the sad and bitter end 
“of them that obey not the gospel of God.”'*® Have you 
obeyed the gospel by acknowledging Jesus Christ as 
Saviour? If you have, then you are a child of God, “And 
because ye are sons [not because ye are obedient sons], 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father.”®®
Another difficult passage that some have used, upon 
which to build an erroneous doctrine, is recorded by 
Luke in the Book of the Acts. “Now when the apostles
"Matthew 12:28 "Romans 8:15 "Acts 5:32
“Romans 16:26 “1 Peter 4:17 ^"Galatians 4:6
which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had re­
ceived the Word of God, they sent unto them Peter and 
John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for 
them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (For as 
yet He was fallen upon none of them; only they were bap­
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus. There are those 
who teach from this incident that the laying on of hands 
is necessary today to the receiving of the Holy Spirit.
We cannot escape the fact that we have in this passage 
in the inhabitants of Samaria a group of believers who 
were baptized in the name, or by the authority, of the 
Lord Jesus, but who had not yet received the Holy Spirit. 
There is no denying that this is so. But why did not these 
Samaritans receive the Holy Spirit immediately upon their 
confession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? This order 
did not repeat itself when Peter preached a little later on 
in the house of Cornelius. We are told that while Peter 
preached the Word of God, “the Holy Ghost fell on all them 
which heard the Word.”®^
The answer to this apparent discrepancy rests with the 
fact that from Pentecost until Peter’s visit to Cornelius, 
the gospel was preached to Jews only. Now we know that 
the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans.®^ For many 
years there existed a rivalry between them, the Jews in 
the south believing that the temple at Jerusalem was the 
place where God was worshiped, and the Samaritans in 
the north claiming that the temple at Mt. Gerizim was 
the place where God was worshiped.
It is not hard to understand that if the Holy Spirit had 
been given to both the Jews and the Samaritans immedi­
ately upon receiving the Word, there would have been a 
faction in the Church right from the start. Both groups 
would have claimed that they were the true Church, and 
the strife may have continued down through the cen­
turies. God foresaw the difficulty, and made provision 
for it by withholding the Holy Spirit from the Samaritans 
until the apostles had arrived to identify themselves with 
their new brethren in Christ. When God gave the Holy 
Spirit to the Samaritan believers through the prayers
Acts 8:14-17 ^^Acts 10:44 “John 4:9
“John 4:20
and the laying on of the hands of the Jewish apostles, 
immediately there was an open recognition that they were 
one. This human rite cannot be set up as a system, nor can 
we build a doctrine upon any one single incident or text. 
When the Samaritans received the Holy Spirit, there burst 
upon them new light, the truth that the “Church which 
is His body” is God’s only living organism on earth, and 
that “by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” 
How blessed to know and rest in the truth that all be­
lievers, whether faulty like the Corinthians, to whom 
Paul addressed this precious truth, or fully yielded, 
“whether we [believers] be Jews or Gentiles, whether we 
be bond or free; . . . have been all made to drink into 
one Spirit.
We have one further passage in the Book of Acts that 
calls for prayerful observation: Paul came to Ephesus 
where Apollos had been, “and finding certain disciples. 
He said unto them. Have ye received the Holy Ghost 
since ye believed? And they said unto him. We have not 
so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And 
he said unto them. Unto what then were ye baptized? And 
they said. Unto John’s baptism. Then said Paul, John 
verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying 
unto the people, that they should believe on Him which 
should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they 
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the 
Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, 
and prophesied.”®®
Two thoughts must be taken into consideration in order 
to understand the context of the preceding quotation. 
First, the word “since.” We quote a helpful and enlighten­
ing paragraph by Dr. G. Campbell Morgan:
“The word ‘since’ creates an entire misrepresentation 
of the question he asked. That is something to be stated 
emphatically, because it is on the presence of that word, 
that the misrepresentation of this passage has been based.
The tense of the verbs ‘receive’ and ‘believe’ is the same.
“1 Corinthians 12:13 "‘‘Acts 19:1-6
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so that it may be rendered, ‘Received ye the Holy Spirit 
when ye believed?’ Not have ye received since; as though 
there were a belief at some time, and a subsequent recep­
tion of the Spirit; which in the terminology of our own 
day is described as a ‘second blessing.’ Paul asked no such 
question.”
Secondly, a fact overlooked by well-meaning brethren 
is that these disciples that Paul found at Ephesus were 
not Christians but disciples of John the Baptist. By 
reasoning that these were Christians, they conclude that 
a man may be born again and not have the Holy Spirit. 
These Jewish disciples had been instructed by Apollos, 
but Apollos had only a limited knowledge of the gospel, 
“knowing only the baptism of John,” for when Aquilla 
and Priscilla heard him preach in the synagogue, “they 
took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of 
God more perfectly.”^’ Obviously Paul was impressed by 
the absence of any evidence of salvation: and so to prove 
the genuineness of their faith in the Lord Lesus Christ 
as personal Saviour, he asked them if, upon believing, 
they received the Holy Spirit. Their answer was sufficient 
evidence that they had not been bom again. After Paul 
had given them the full truth of salvation through faith 
in the finished work of Christ, the Holy Spirit came unto 
them.
Finally, let us look at one more passage that has been 
misinterpreted to teach that some who believe do not 
have the Spirit. Paul writes: “In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that Holy Spirit of Promise.”^® There are 
those who teach that the believing and the sealing are 
successive but not simultaneous. However, a correct ren­
dering of the text dispels the faintest suggestion that be­
tween our believing in Christ and the sealing with the 
Spirit there is any intervention of time. The text should 
read: “Having believed, ye were sealed.” The sealing is 
a figurative expression denoting a finished transaction
"Acts 18:25,26 “Ephesians 1:13
and divine ownership. The Spirit Himself is the Seal, and 
nowhere in all the Bible are we taught to seek the sealing 
with the Spirit, for “having belived, ye were sealed,” and 
it is His presence which assures us of both salvation and 
security.
The Spirit’s Indwelling. The believers at Corinth were 
doubtless ignorant of the Spirit’s indwelling, for Paul 
asks: “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”®^ This means 
more than the Spirit’s incoming; it indicates permanency 
of residence. When the Spirit made His advent into this 
world. He came to abide in the world throughout the 
entire dispensation of grace. The Spirit is present in the 
world indwelling every true child of God, and not one 
word of God’s Word does He ever withdraw. When Jesus 
promised the Spirit to His own, it was that He might abide 
with us forever.
In the Old Testament He was not known as the abiding 
Spirit because He merely came upon men for awhile and 
then left them. David, burdened by his great sin, prayed: 
“Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me,”®^ but such a prayer 
cannot reasonably be prayed today, for when Christ died 
He provided full and complete redemption.
Because of the immutable value of the work of Christ, 
the Spirit has no occasion to leave the believer. Besides, 
the permanency of the Spirit is necessary if the work of 
Christ for us is to avail before God. Samuel Ridout says: 
“It would drag Christ from His throne in glory, if the 
Spirit could depart from a believer.” By disregarding 
the Spirit’s indwelling as God’s provision for daily vic­
tory, we slip back into our old habits and ways of living, 
for the Spirit’s indwelling overcomes sin in us. The Spirit 
is never said to leave the Christian, for once we have been 
bom from above He comes into our hearts to stay. We are 
sealed with the Holy Spirit “unto the day of redemp­
tion.”®^ O blessed truth!






Decatur WBQM 8:30 AM Sun.
Decatur WBQM 9:30 PM Sun.
Huntsville WNDA-FM 1:00 PM Sun.
Huntsville
ARIZONA
WNDA-FM 9:00 PM Thurs.
Phoenix KHEP 3:00 PM Sun.
Phoenix
CALIFORNIA
KHEP 9:00 AM M-F
Alturas KCNO 9:10 AM M-F
Bakersfield KWSO 9:30 AM M-F
Chico KEWQ 8:00 AM M-F
Corona KREL 1:30 PM M-F
Delano KDNO-FM 8:30 AM Sun.
DInuba KRDU 8:30 AM M-F
Dinuba KRDU 8:30 PM M-F
Lodi KCVR 8:00 AM M-F
Long Beach KGER 11:00 AM M-F
Long Beach KGER 9:30 PM M-F
Los Angeles KHOF 7:00 AM M-F
Modesto KHOP 9:00 AM M-F
Oxnard KDAR 12:30 PM M-F
San Bernardino/ KQLH-FM 
Riverside
9:00 AM M-F
Santa Cruz ASCO 8:30 AM Sun.
San Diego XEMO 8:00 AM M-F
San Francisco KFAX 8:30 AM M-F
Morro Bay
COLORADO
KBAI 11:30 AM M-F
Denver KRKS 12:00 N M-F
Denver KPOF 9:30 AM Sat.
Pueblo
FLORIDA
KFEL 8:30 AM M-W-F
Boca Raton WWOG-FM 10:00 PM Sun.
Orange Park WAYR 7:30 AM Sun.
Orange Park WAYR 6:00 PM Sun.
Orlando WVCF 8:30 AM Sun.
Pensacola WPCS-FM 9:30 PM Sun.
Bradenton WBRD 8:00 AM Sun.
Sarasota WKZM 1:30 PM Sun.
GEORGIA
Atlanta WAVO 10:00 AM Sun.
HAWAII
Honolulu KAIM 10:00 PM Sun.
Honolulu KAIM-FM 10:00 PM Sun.
IDAHO
Caldwell KBGN 8:30 AM M-F
Caldwell KBGN-FM 8:30 AM M-F
ILLINOIS
East Moline WDLM 7:15 PM Sat.
Carlinville WIBI 4:30 PM Sun.
Quincy WGEM 8:15 AM Sun.
Quincy WGEM-FM 8:15 AM Sun.
INDIANA
Elkhart WXAX-FM 8:00 AM Sun.
IOWA
Boone KFGO 1:00 PM Sun.
KANSAS
Newton KJRG 9:00 AM M-F
Newton KJRG 8:30 AM Sun.
KENTUCKY
Louisville WFIA 7:30 AM Sun.
Louisville WFIA 10:00 AM Sat.
MARYLAND
Baltimore WRBS 6:00 PM Sun.
Cumberland WPVM 9:00 AM Sun.
Williamsport WCRH 8:30 PM M-F
Williamsport WCRH 8:00 AM Sun.
MICHIGAN
Detroit WMUZ-FM 9:00 AM Sun.
Detroit WEXL 11:30 AM Sat.
Kalamazoo WKPR 12:30 PM Sun.
Lapeer WMPC 1:00 PM Sun.




WFFF 9:00 AM Sun.
Columbia WFFF-FM 9:00 AM Sun.




Kansas City KCCV 9:00 AM M-F
Springfield KWFC 11:00 AM Sat.
NEBRASKA
Grand Island KROA-FM 8:00 AM Sun.
NEW JERSEY
Rio Grande WRIO-FM 7:30 AM Sun.
Trenton WCHR-FM 4:30 PM Sun.
Zarephath WAWZ 5:30 PM Sun.
NEW YORK
Buffalo WDCX-FM 4:30 PM Sun.
Syracuse WMHR-FM 7:30 PM Tues.
Syracuse WMHR-FM 11:30 PM Sun.
NORTH CAROLINA
Ashville WMIT 2:30 PM Sun.
Black Mountain WFGW 2:30 PM Sun.
High Point WHPE 7:00 PM Sat.
High Point WHPE 10:00 AM Sun.
Winston/Salem WSEZ-FM 7:30 AM Sun.
Winston/Salem WSEZ-FM 8:00 AM M-F
OHIO
Cincinnati WAKW-FM 7:30 AM Sun.
Cleveland WCRF 9:00 PM Sun.
Dayton WCDR-FM 2:05 PM Sun.
Miamisburg WFCJ-FM 8:30 AM Sun.
OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City KQCV 8:00 AM M-F
Tulsa KCFO-FM 9:00 AM M-F
Tulsa KCFO-FM 8:30 PM M-F
OREGON
Albany KWIL 8:00 AM M-F
Albany KWIL 3:00 PM M-F
Ashland KDOV 1:00 PM M-F
Coquille KWRO 11:30 AM M-W-F
Portland KPDQ-FM 9:00 AM M-F
PENNSYLVANIA
Boyertown WBYO-FM 2:00 PM Sun.
Danville WPGM 9:00 AM Sun.
Danville WPGM-FM 9:00 AM Sun.
Lancaster WDAC-FM 1:00 PM Sun.
Lancaster WDAC-FM 4:00 PM Sat.
Greencastle WKSL 8:00 AM Sun.
Lewistown WMRF 8:30 AM Sun.
Lewistown WMRF 8:30 AM Sun.
Martinsburg WJSM 3:00 PM Sun.
Martinsburg WJSM-FM 8:30 PM Sun.
Montrose WPEL-FM 3:30 PM Sun.
Montrose WPEL-FM 8:30 PM Sun.
Montrose WPEL-FM 8:00 AM M-F
Philadelphia WVCH 11:30 AM Sat.
Philipsburg WPHB 3:00 PM Sun.
Red Lion WGCB-FM 7:30 AM Sun.
TENNESSEE
Chattanooga WDYN-FM 8:00 AM Sun.
Chattanooga WMBW 3:00 PM Sun.
TEXAS
Mineral Wells KMWT 8:00 AM Sun.
San Antonio KDRY 9:15 AM Sun.
VIRGINIA
Norfolk WYFI-FM 10:00 AM Sun.
WASHINGTON
Seattle KGDN 8:30 AM Sat.
Seattle KGDN 11:30 AM M/F
Spokane KUDY 11:30 AM M/F
Yakima KBBO 9:30 AM M/F
Walla Walla KTEL 8:00 AM M-W-F
WEST VIRGINIA
Beckley WBKW-FM 8:00 AM Sun.
Charleston WSCW 10:00 AM Sat.
Charleston WSCW 9:30 AM Sun.
CANADA
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